
STAFF REPORT
Seniors will be on parade for about an

hour and half Friday night for prescribed
treatment to a virus-altered graduation
season that is certain to be painfully un-
forgettable for those involved.
All except a dozen or so Crittenden

County High School graduates have
signed up to participate. CCHS Principal
Amanda Irvan said seniors were allowed
to select their spot in the motorcade that
will start on campus and end in front of
the trademark Rocket in front of the
school.
The principal said school officials have

worked closely with local health profes-
sionals to create guidelines for the senior
vehicle parade and she cautions everyone
to remain in their vehicles throughout the
event.
“The route has been designed to provide

as many places as possi-
ble for viewers to park,”
Irvan said. 
While the principal con-

cedes that this isn’t a re-
placement for a traditional
graduation ceremony,
she’s excited that some-
thing is able to be done
for the graduates who
have lost so much during this pandemic.
Celebrating their achievement with a
community parade is just about all the
consolation available during current gov-
ernment guidelines to prevent the spread
of the coronavirus.
At the vanguard of the parade will be

grand marshal Leah Waters, who was se-
lected by the Class of 2020 as its Teacher 

See PARADE/page 11

Spruce up your box 
The Postal Service is encourag-

ing customers to spruce up their
mailboxes during Mailbox Im-
provement Week, an annual cam-
paign that is being observed this
week. USPS wants mailboxes to be
fully operational, safe to use, con-
veniently located and large enough
to support each customer’s daily
mail and package volume, among
other requirements. Mailboxes that
meet these requirements help de-
livery and collection operations,
which improve service to the entire
route, according to USPS. Postmas-
ters sent a notice about Mailbox
Improvement Week to all rural and
highway contract box delivery
route customers. Local mailcarrier
Nancy Hodge said she enjoys it
when residents dress up their mail-
boxes with flowers or other cre-
ative measures. “It’s just fun when
they do that,” she said.

Census self-response
period ends in june

You may respond to complete
your Census information by phone
at 844-330-2020 or return the
form you re-
ceived in the
mail earlier this
spring. Paper
forms should be
returned before
the end of June.
Likewise phone
responses should
be completed by
then, too. June is the deadline for
self reporting to the U.S. Census.
Those who do not respond by the
end of June will be contacted by
U.S. Census enumerators, who will
contact individuals at their homes.
It takes about 10 minutes to com-
plete the U.S. Census

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet in regular session at 8:30
a.m., Thursday, May 21 at the
courthouse. This will be an in-per-
son meeting with social distancing. 

•The regularly-scheduled meet-
ing for the Crittenden-Livingston
Water District on May 25 has been
cancelled.

•Marion City Council will meet in
special session at 5:15 p.m.,
Thursday, May 21 at city hall. This
will be an in-person meeting with
social distancing

•Marion Tourism Commission
will meet at 4 p.m., Thursday, May
28 at the Marion Welcome Center.

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation will have a working session
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, June 9 at
Rocket Area conference room.
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MEMORIAL DAY SALUTE 
See our listing of fallen heroes on Page 4

CrittendenPress NewsTalk
The most recent broadcast of Crit-
tendenPress NewsTalk sponsored by
Crittenden County Health and Reha-
bilitation Center featured local hair-
dresser Wanda Olson and
restauranteur Jat Tabor discussing
what residents can expect as they re-
turn to dining rooms and beauty
shops. Watch the entire 30-minute in-
terview at our YouTube Channel. And
please while you are there, subscribe
to our channel, it’s free.

www.kycovid.ky.govCOVID-19 Hotline (800) 722-5725

Waters

Smartphones in DetentionSmartphones to Detention
School board considering plan to lock devices at door

STAFF REPORT
A proposal will be consid-

ered next month to prohibit
students from using cell
phones during the school
day at Crittenden County
High School starting this
fall.
The Crittenden County

Board of Education will de-
cide at its June 18 regular
meeting whether the prohi-
bition will become part of the
school’s new telecommuni-
cations policy.
Teachers and administra-

tors say cell phones are dis-
tracting and often are used
to harass and bully. They
also believe students will be

more engaged, more interac-
tive, think more critically
and collaborate more with
their peers if cell phones are
out of sight and out of mind.
Principal Amanda Irvan

believes she and other
school leaders have a solu-
tion, but it isn’t entirely ap-
pealing to some, particularly
the teenage students, and
even some of their parents.

Phone pouches produced
by a company called Yondr
would solve the problem,
Irvan said. The sleeves (as
pictured above left) would
render phones inoperable
while tucked inside. They
would effectively lock down
the phone, yet students
could keep their devices in
their possession. The princi-
pal explained that the
pouches lock when scanned
by an electronic device pro-
vided by the software com-
pany. There would be
docking stations at each en-
trance to the high school
where students would lock
their pouches in the morn-

ing and unlock them when
leaving the building at the
end of the day.
Irvan said at least 30 per-

cent of all discipline referrals
at the high school are di-
rectly related to cell phones.
The CCHS Site-Based, De-

cision-Making Council ap-
proved the cell phone ban
last month, and now the
board of education is con-
sidering new language in the
district’s telecommunica-
tions policy that would ratify
the decision and put it into
place as soon as school re-
turns for the new academic 

See PHONES/page 8

Who’s
Ready
to Roll?
A few diners,
stylists ready to
start back soon
STAFF REPORT
Challenging new regulations

aimed at keeping the public safe
from the coronavirus may influ-
ence some restaurant owners to
stay hunkered down despite a
new open-door policy that be-
gins Friday for in-person dining.
In Marion, don’t expect an av-

alanche of dining opportunities.
Some say the restrictions allow-
ing only 33 percent capacity for
indoor dining, social distancing
protocol and stringent cleaning
and disinfecting requirements
will create a safe, yet unprof-
itable atmosphere. Few local
restaurants appear ready to
open this week, instead opting
to keep overhead low with carry-
out only food.
Meanwhile, most local hair

stylists and barbers say they’re
ready to get back to work early
next week despite a number of
restrictions that will certainly
change the way business is
done. And, they expect to be
fully booked, particularly in the
early days of reopening. Local
barber Mike Crabtree, whose
shop is generally walk-ins only,
says he’s taken a few appoint-
ments and he expects a full-
throttle approach starting
Tuesday.
“We’re going to be busy catch-

ing up and fixing some corona-
cuts I’ve seen,” he quipped
about some of the at-home trim-
ming that’s been done during
the shutdown.
Gov. Andy Beshear has said

professional haircutting can
start back – under strict precau-
tions – on Monday, but since
that’s Memorial Day it appears
most of the local shops will wait
until after the holiday to start
seeing customers.
Wanda Olson, who appeared

on last week’s online Critten-
denPress NewsTalk, says she’s
booked for weeks. Olson, one of
the longest serving hairdressers
in Marion, expects long hours as
cosmetologists get back to work
for the first time since March 18.
“I am already booked out

seven days week, 12 hours a day
all the way until the end of
June,” she said. 
Deep cleaning and regular dis-

See OPEN/page 8

Virus-prescribed parade Friday

CCHS recognized 10 “socially-distant” valedictorians with this photograph last week
on campus. They are (from left)  are Hannah Bell, Kirsten Deboe, Ashleigh Dunkerson,
Kyron Hicks, Ellie McGowan, Tanner Way, Lauren Gilchrist, Cortne Curnel, Ellie Smith
and Shelby Brown.

n Crittenden County High School
Site-Based, Decision-Making
Council will meet at 3:30 p.m.,
Thurdsay. For an invitation to the
virtual online meeting, contact the
high school at 270-965-2248.



Ellis
Rhonda Ellis, 62, of

Chapmansboro, Tenn.,
died Friday, May 15,
2020 at her
home.
Survivors

include her
h u s b a n d ;
Jerry Ellis;
daughters ,
Jenny Al-
bright of Slaughters and
Angela Burchett of Ed-
dyville; a sister, Lori Long
of Ledbetter; and a
brother, Brian Floyd of
Tell City, Ind.; and six
grandchildren.
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
John and Wilma Floyd.
Graveside services

were Sunday, May 17 at
Mapleview Cemetery in
Marion.
Gilbert Funeral Home

was in charge of arrange-
ments.

McCord
Carrie Downing “CD”

Bell Adams McCord, 56,
of Paducah died Tues-
day, May 12, 2020 at her
home. 
She was born on Jan.

16, 1964 in Mount Ster-
ling. She was a former
member of
Lone Oak
First Baptist
C h u r c h ,
g r a dua t e d
from Lone
Oak High
School, then attended
Murray State University
to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in special educa-
tion and a master’s in ad-
ministration and
counseling. She was a
teacher in Crittenden
County, Paducah Middle
School and McCracken
County High School. 
Surviving are her son,

Joseph Roland “JR”
Adams of Lovettsville,
Va.; her parents, Roland
and Frances (Clarke) Bell
of Paducah; a brother,
Brian Bell (Paula) of Pad-
ucah; and a sister, Mar-
garet Elizabeth “Beth”
Smithson of South Ful-
ton, Tenn.  
The funeral was private

at Milner & Orr Funeral
Home and Cremation
Services. A Celebration of
Life Mobile Visitation was
held Monday, May 18.
Memorials may be

made to the CD McCord
Special Education
Teacher Scholarship,
P.O. Box 2550 Paducah,
KY 42002-2550. 

Little
Darrel Wayne Little,

75, of Bloomington, Ind.,
died Tuesday, May 5,
2020.
He born June 15, 1944

in Crittenden County to
Thomas Ercie Little and
Loyla Mertle (Thomas)
Little. 
A 1962 graduate of

Crittenden County High
School, Little spent over
three decades with the
U.S. Postal Service, retir-
ing in 1999. He also
worked for several years
as a courier for Monroe
Bank and German Amer-
ican Bank in Indiana. He

also previously served as
a first responder with the
Gregg Township Fire De-
partment in Morgan
County, Ind. For more
than 30 years he served
in various roles at Speed-
way General Baptist
Church in Indianapolis,
including deacon, Sun-
day school
superintend-
ent and bus
driver. Little
also spent
several years
touring as
the bus driver with the
gospel groups Sonshin-
ers Quartet and Open
Heart Quartet. He at-
tended Burgoon Church
near Bloomington
Surviving are his wife

Sadie; a son, Dwayne; a
daughter, Robin; grand-
sons, Austin Little and
Hayden Clendening; and
a granddaughter, Megan
Clendening. 
He was preceded in

death by his father
Thomas; mother Loyla; a
brother JC; and a sister,
Earlene. 
The family plans to

hold a gospel singing as a
celebration of Darrel’s life
later this summer. Me-
morials may be made to
the Open Heart Quartet
c/o Open Heart Min-
istries, 348 Stevens
Lane, Mitchell, IN 47446. 
Allen Funeral Home

and Crematory in Bloom-
ington, Ind., was in
charge of arrangements. 

Brantley
Barbara Collins Brant-

ley, 55, of Sturgis died
Tuesday, May 12, 2020
at the Lucy Smith King
Care Center in Hender-
son. She was a member
of St. Francis Borgia
C a t h o l i c
Church in
Sturgis. She
worked as a
real estate
broker for
Duncan &
Assoc ia t es
for many years and en-
joyed horseback riding
and camping.
She was preceded in

death by mother, Shirley
Collins in 2001.
Survivors include her

husband of 35 years,
Clayton Brantley of Stur-
gis; a daughter, Heather
Green of Sturgis; a step-
daughter, Melissa Sauer
of Henderson; two grand-
children, Brantley David
Green and Breckin
Michael Sauer; her fa-
ther, James Andrew “Jim
Andy” Collins of Marion;
a sister, Becky Nalley of
Sturgis; and four broth-
ers, James Collins of
Johnson City, Ill., Bob
Collins of Sturgis and Bill
Collins both of Sturgis
and Ben Collins of
Evansville, Ind.
The service was private

with Fr. John Okoro offi-
ciating. Burial was at St.
Ambrose Cemetery in
Sturgis.
Whitsell Funeral Home

was in charge of arrange-
ments.

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

Paris
Thomas “Tom” C.

Paris, 90, of Burna died
Sunday, May 17, 2020 at
Salem Springlake Health
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter.
He was the former gen-

eral manager of Rockwell
International (now Boe-
ing) Corporation. He as-
sisted in building both
the B-1 Bomber, as well
as the Stealth Bomber.
He was also a member of
the Masonic Lodge.
Surviving are his

daughter, Sandy (Jeff)
Sisco of Burna; a son,
Gary (Sue) Paris of
Salem; six grandchil-
dren, Kasey, Dylan,
Jesse, Denise, Dalton,
and Wyatt; and several
great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in

death by one brother,
Donald Paris; a sister,
Phyllis Travis; two grand-
children, Jamie Sisco
and Cody Paris; and his
parents, Otis and Ella
Travis Paris.
Per his request, there

will be no services.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Jackson
Elizabeth Jackson, 77,

of Marion died Friday,
May 15,
2020 at Liv-
ingston Hos-
pital and
Healthcare
Services. 
Survivors

include her
husband, Jerry Jackson;
daughters, Kelly Crowell
(Charles Dana) of
Huntsville, Ala., and
Karen Bourne (Scott) of
Vicksburg, Miss.; three
grandchildren; and a
great-grandchild. 
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
John and Jewell Reed;
three brothers; and one
sister. 
Services were at 1

p.m., Wednesday May
20, 2020 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion.
Burial was to follow at
Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 

The Crittenden
Press Obituaries
Most obituaries in The Crit-

tenden Press are published at
no charge. However, ex-
tended obituaries or those
personalized by the family are
available for a small fee.
There is no charge for use of
a photograph. Please ask
your funeral director about
fee-based obituaries. Obituar-
ies that appear in the news-
paper are also accessible on
the Web to online sub-
scribers. Our online database
includes archives of local obit-
uaries dating back to the late
1990s.
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As we close out this
unprecedented 2019-
2020 school year I just
want to take a moment
and thank everyone who
worked so hard to make
a strong finish to this
school year. It wasn’t
easy and it wasn’t perfect
but we stayed the course
and crossed the finish
line by working together.
I want to especially thank
our graduating seniors
for their resilience and
leadership. They sacri-
ficed a great deal to en-
sure our community
stayed safe and healthy.
We will honor you Friday
night for an outstanding
educational career. We
are so proud of each of
you and all your accom-
plishments. 
I hope our community

can come out and cele-
brate with us as the sen-
ior parade starts at 5
p.m., and winds through
town (see route map on
front page). Please prac-
tice social distancing by
remaining in your vehi-
cle. The high school will
send out a link to a vir-
tual graduation video on
Friday evening for gradu-
ates to watch with family
after the senior parade.
I want to specifically

thank our students, par-
ents/caretakers, teach-
ers/administrators, food
service/transportation,
custodians, classified in-
structional assistants, of-
fice and support staff
that simply pitched in
and did “#whateverit-
takes” to 1) Continue

learning 2)
Feed kids
and 3) Take
care of each
other!
I’m very

proud of our
school dis-
trict and our
community.
It’s during
these times
of crisis that we see the
collective best of us all.
As we start preparing

for the upcoming school
year I want to remind
everyone to remain vigi-
lant while we increase
our interactions with one
another.  Mask up, disin-
fect hands and high

touch surface areas, so-
cial distance and stay
home if you feel sick.
What we do now may im-
pact the number of activ-

ities we have later.
I wish everyone a safe

and healthy summer!
Vince Clark

Superintendent

Crittenden County School District is interested in feed-
back from parents, students and teachers about its Non-
Traditional Instruction period brought on by the
pandemic crisis.
The district issued a request this week, seeking com-

ment on the matter.
"Rocket students, parents, and teachers: Thank you

for your hard work, flexibility, and resilience as we navi-
gated unfamiliar territory in distance learning due to
COVID-19. To help us determine what worked well and
how we can improve, please give input," the district said.
Go online to https://forms.gle/pPHJb88gCZoE2gaH8

or find a link at The Press Online.
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No new cases in region  
There have been no new
cases of COVID-19 con-
firmed in more than a week
in the Pennyrile Health Dis-
trict, which includes Critten-
den, Caldwell, Livingston,
Lyon and Trigg counties.
The last confirmed case
was a 38-year old male in
Livingston County, which
has had 7 positive cases.
Crittenden County has had
4 confirmed cases. One vic-
tim passed away and the
other 3 have recovered.
Since the pandemic started
7,935 cases and 346 deaths
have been reported
statewide. The number of
positives tests at nursing
homes continues to rise.
There have now been 1,004
cases involving residents,
423 staff members and 200
deaths at 96 different long-
term care facilities. All but 2
have been residents. Nurs-
ing home deaths account for
57 percent of the state total.
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Feedback Wanted Message from local school superintendent

50 YEARS AGO
May 21, 1970
n Doug Travis, Wildlife
Conservation Education
Supervisor for the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish
and Wildlife Resources,
was awarded the highest
award by the National
Water Safety Congress.
n The architectural firm of
Lee Potter Smith & Associ-
ates of Paducah was
awarded the contract to
construct the Crittenden
County Hospital. Speaking
to the fiscal court, county
attorney Bill Westberry
said he hoped construction
would start in the summer.
n Joe Easley was awarded
the DeKalb Agricultural Ac-
complishment Award. His
farming program consisted
of raising registered short-
horn cattle and hogs.

25 YEARS AGO
May 25, 1995
n Farming brothers Tony
Alexander and Larry
Alexander suffered losses
of nearly $200,000 due to
flooding in the Ohio River
bottomlands. The spring
flood idled the Cave In
Rock Ferry but provided
unique opportunity for
young fishermen looking
for a good catch off the
edge of Ky. 91.
n Shanna Wheeler and

Christy James were prep-
ping for the state track
tournament, Wheeler in the
1600 and 3200 meter
races and James in the
100-meter hurdles.
n Crittenden was runner-
up in the district baseball
tournament, then lost 7-6
to South Hopkins in the
Second Region tourna-
ment, finishing the season
with a 9-11 record.
n Hampton and Salem ele-
mentary schools were in
preparations for moving
students to the new ele-
mentary school in Burma. 

10 YEARS AGO
May 20, 2010
n Perry Newcom won the
Republican nomination for
Crittenden County Judge-
Executive in a three-way
race against Mike Mc-
Connell and Greg West.
n Relay for Life in Critten-
den County raised over
$32,000 as cancer sur-
vivors celebrated at City-
County Park.
n Crittenden Health Sys-
tems raised the most
money with $6,700.
Crittenden County High
School’s technology team
won its second straight re-
gional competition, sending
it to the state competition.
Presenters from CCHS
were Emily Shewcraft,
Zach Sizemore, Corey
Bruns and Jake Tabor.

From The Crittenden Press Archives

Vince
CLARK
SUPERINTENDENT

CRITTENDEN CO.
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dog warden makes ‘rough’ rescue
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County Dog War-

den Timmy Todd fulfilled one of
his toughest assignments Tues-
day afternoon, rescuing a dog
from a city sewer lagoon.
A passerby reported the dog’s

peril to the police department,
who dispatched the dog warden
to the sewer facility on the north
side of town off Sturgis Road.
The lab mix had gotten

trapped in one of the concrete-
rimmed basins, which is about
10 feet deep, Todd said.
“About the first three feet is water,” Todd added.

The last six or seven feet is solid waste.
The dog warden described the mission as “the

stinkiest one” of his career. Because the canine was
too big to go inside the dog box on the back of his
truck, Todd sprayed it down with a water hose and
put the wet pooch in the front seat for a short ride to
the pound, where it will stay until claimed.

Clearly the dog was
in peril in the sewer
lagoon.
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Saluting Crittenden County’s Fallen Soldiers
From World War I through the Cold War
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Letters from soldiers tell of local heroes

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov
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Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
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@ Your
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Forgotten
Passages

 Memorial Day, a spe-
cial day when we re-
member and 
honor the 
brave men and 
women who 
fought for our 
country and 
the freedom we 
have today.  

From the ar-
chives of The 
C r i t t e n d e n 
Press, during 
the year 1944, 
we can recall 
the history of 
some of our 
local heroes 
through their 
letters to fam-
ily at home 
and articles 
from the Press telling of 
their bravery and honor 
to their county, as one 
solider stated, “We will 
do our jobs on the front 
wherever we are.”

Service Men’s
Letter Box 

New Guinea, April 22, 
1944

Dear John:  How’s 
things in Crittenden 
County? I have received 
two copies of The Press 
so far.  In reading the 
Service Mens Letter Box, 
I noticed that one pri-
vate first class in Geor-
gia states that they are 
doing so much to win 
the war there, that this 
Army life is so wonderful 
and how they sit around 
the fire at night and en-
joy themselves.  I won-
der if he has any idea of 
what war is?  What the 
fighting fronts look like, 
wonder if he ever toiled 
for 18 hours a day with 
the thermometer 113 
degrees in January? If 
he ever, after laying in 
a foxhole for hours dis-
covered a snake in there 
with him but dared not 
rise up for fear of hav-
ing his head blown off 
his shoulders.  If he ever 
went for days without 
pulling off his clothes, 
ever dipped water out of 
a fox hole to shave in, ate 
nothing but dehydrated 
foods for months?

We did not sit around 
fires here last night, nor 
will be tonight.  There 
won’t be any fire, it 
wouldn’t be if it were 
zero. The Japs might try 
putting it out.

Wonder if they have 
to sleep under a net in 
order to keep the mos-
quitoes from carrying 
them off?  Ever have to 
hide under something 
to smoke a cigarette?  
Ever have to have so 
many shots in the arm 
that it would look like 
a sponge, take so many 
atabrine tablets that his 
skin would turn yellow 
as a pumpkin?  These 
are few of the things that 
the men on the front 
experience.  There are 
many more of course but 
cannot be mentioned in 
a letter.

Wonder if the U. S. 
O. soldiers there in the 
States realize they are 
on a vacation all at the 
Government’s expense?  
They should experience 
some of this and then 
see what they thought 
about Army life being so 
damn wonderful.  Now if 
any of the things I have 
said are untrue, I feel 
sure that the Censor will 
correct them with that 
tiny knife.

Don’t want the people 
of Crittenden County to 
get the wrong impres-
sion of this Army life.  
It’s not a picnic by any 
means.  It’s places like 
these where the dog tags 
part, not in Georgia.

Write me all the news, 
John, as a letter means 
a lot in such a place. 
As ever, “Spoon”  John 
Witherspoon Guess.  
(Tec. 5, US Army, Son of 
John M. and Lena Terry 
Guess. Died Sept. 26, 
1992, buried at Maplev-
iew Cemetery)

–––
Sauipan Island, July 

15, 1944
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Mc-

Chesney, Marion, Ky.

Hello Everyone:  May-
be this time I can write 

you a very in-
teresting letter.  
They just gave 
us permission 
to tell where 
we are but you 
should have 
guessed by  
now.

I carried the 
assault troops 
into Saipan 
Island on 
June 15 and 
continued to 
haul troops 
and supplies 
for about sev-
en days when 
there was a 
slight let-up 

for us in the Amphibious 
tractors, after that they 
used our tractors and 
men on the beach just at 
the rear of the front lines 
as a security guard to 
prevent a counterattack.

We also had to evac-
uate wounded and haul 
the infantry and their 
supplies on several small 
missions too numerous 
to mention.  All through 
the operations the going 
was rough.  It isn’t any 
fun living in fox-holes, 
with land-crabs and 
ants trying to take your 
bed and the Japs trying 
to shell us with mortar 
and gun fire every time 
they could see a good 
target.

The whole success of 
the operation depended 
upon us to get the troops 
on the beach because 
there is coral reef which 
nearly surrounds the Is-
land that is only a few 
inches under the water 
surface in most places.  
I think all the Marines 
that took part in taking 
Saipan deserve a great 
deal of credit because it 
isn’t something to laugh 
at when you face gunfire 
wondering if the next 
one is meant for you.

Since this operation is 
over, I can say I’ve lived 
through it very nicely 
even though some of the 
experiences were plen-
ty horrible and now the 
FLAG of VICTORY waves 
over the Island we are 
one step nearer Tokyo.

As far as the island 
is concerned there are 
tropical fruits here the 
same as any of the Pacif-
ic Islands and the Japs 
had occupied it long 
enough to have it pret-
ty well fixed but at that 
there will never be any 
place like home.

They won’t let us say 
much about the Army 
but you can tell Lloyd 
that someday when we 
meet again, I have a very 
interesting story to tell 
him.

It’s getting dark and 
I’m running out of any-
thing to say so I’ll close 
wishing I were with 
you at home.  Your lov-
ing son, William Mc-
Chesney.   (Son of Earl 
and Ollie McChesney. 
Died June 30, 2009 in 
Fulton Co. Ky.)

–––
Somewhere in France, 

July 20, 1944.
To the People on the 

Home Front.  It has 
been as  you know some 
twenty odd years since 
the boys in the United 
States Army (American 
Expeditionary Forc-
es they were known as 
then, today they are 
called Allied Expedition-
ary Forces), addressed 
their letters “Somewhere 
in France.”  

As you know we are 
in France today for the 
same reason that the 
AEF was in World War 

I.  We are here to put 
down aggression and to 
free the smaller coun-
tries, the weaker coun-
tries of Europe from a 
war crazed, and a power 
drunken dictator.  Ev-
ery man in the Unit-
ed States Army, and in 
every Allied Army, no 
matter how small his 
job is, is doing his part 
in winning this war.  No 
matter if they are Para-
trooper, Air Corps, In-
fantry, Quartermaster, 
Ordnance, Medics, or 
what branch of the ser-
vice they are in.  They all 
have their part to play, 
and I may add that they 
will do their part without 
the slightest hesitation, 
when the moment comes 
for them to act.

People in the United 
States, who have nev-
er been in a war don’t 
don’t realize the horrors 
of war.  That, my friends, 
you will question, so I 
will endeavor to explain 
what I mean.  You have 
always been permit-
ted to go to the grocery 
and buy what you want-
ed.  I’ll add that things 
were rationed, and still 
are as far as I know for 
I have been on foreign 
soil since January but 
even then, did you suf-
fer from hunger?  There 
was always a reasonable 
substitute. 

I know that you have 
had to shorten your 
menu when there was a 

few dinner guests, but if 
you were in one of these 
countries of Europe you 
wouldn’t have any din-
ner guests.  The people 
in the states that suffer 
from war are the ones 
that gave up boys to 
fight for their Country. 
The mothers, fathers, 
wives, sweethearts, etc.  
They, my friends, are 
the ones in the states 
that are suffering for the 
war.  Why do they suf-
fer?  Because they live 
in a constant fear of get-
ting a message from the 
War Department, stating 
that their loved ones, 
their son, their hus-
band, or their cousin, or 
whatever relation he is, 
is missing in action.

I was in England for 
three months, and I 
happen to know that the 
English people have not 
tasted white bread in 
over two years.  When 
have you had to go with-
out white bread?  When 
have you had to do on 
1/4 pound of marga-
rine per week.  That, 
my friends, are a few of 
many horrors of war.  
Others I don’t care to 
mention.  

You get three pairs 
of shoes per year.  The 
people of England and 
Europe don’t.  So you 
had better start thank-
ing God that you are an 
American.  I did even 
more than usual even a 
week after I got to En-

gland.
There is one more 

thing which I would like 
to call to your attention 
the fact that mail is al-
ways more than welcome 
by boys in the service 
when he is still in the 
States or in some theater 
of war. If in the event he 
is in a war zone, write 
him often for letters are 
even more appreciat-
ed overseas than they 
were in the States, and 
I can’t begin to express 
the gratitude I had for 
receiving a letter while I 
was yet in the states.  If 
you write them naturally 
you will expect an an-
swer but if you don’t get 
one when you think you 
should, don’t wait for an 
answer before writing 
him again.  Remember 
that you have a wide 
range of subjects where 
he is very limited.

To my many friends 
in both Crittenden and 
Caldwell County I want 
to send my greetings 
and best regards for I 
do have many friends in 
both counties as I was 
born in one and raised 
in the other; and I mar-
ried a Crittenden County 
girl, (Naomi Patton) and 
the cream of the crop if I 
may say so.  I have asso-
ciated with the people in 
all parts of both counties 
and as I said have many 
friends there, or at least 

I did have when I came 
into the service and I 
trust that I have as yet.

I might add in closing 
that if anybody should 
question any of my 
statements in any way, 
I will be glad to discuss 
the subject further after 
the war.  And if I have 
hurt anybody’s feelings, 
I didn’t direct my state-
ments at any individual 
but if the shoe fits wear 
it.  So I will say keep up 
the front, and we will 
do our job on the fronts 
wherever we are.  

Respectfully, Cpl 
Newton Ward.  (Newton 
Tracy Ward, son of Na-
than Thomas and Alma 
(Campbell) Ward.  Died 
Aug. 23, 1990 in Hobart 
Indiana, and is buried in 
the Frances Cemetery.)

–––
Even though they were 

living through the hell of 
being in war, their brav-
ery and unselfishness 
shows through in their 
letters. We can never 
honor them enough.  
May their memories nev-
er be forgotten. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

A United States Government Printing Office World 
War II poster from 1943 reminding the folks back 
home that our military personnel were fighting for our 
freedom.
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With my schedule dis-
rupted like most of us I 
decided to take the plunge 
and do something I have 
been putting off for years. 
You got it. I finally picked 
up War and Peace. It is 
my nighttime 
reading just 
before I go to 
bed, so it may 
yet take me 
a while to get 
through it. Yep. 
Just for fun. It 
is more philos-
ophy disguised 
as a novel than 
anything else. 
Hence, we are 
privy to the 
thoughts of the 
characters as 
they engage in 
activities and 
conversation. 

As most 
know, War 
and Peace spans the 
years of the Napoleonic 
War in Russia and the 
changes that take place 
in five aristocratic fami-
lies. There is a constant 
search for meaning and 
knowing what is import-
ant. Here is one of the 
transformative thoughts 
that changed the course 
of one of the lives.

“Prince Andrew lis-
tened to the account of 
the opening of the Coun-
cil of State, which he had 
so impatiently awaited 
and to which he had at-
tached such importance, 
and was surprised that 
this event, now that it has 
taken place, did not affect 
him, and even seemed 

quite insignificant. He lis-
tened with quiet irony to 
Bitski’s enthusiastic ac-
count of it. A very simple 
thought occurred to him; 
‘What does it matter to 
me or to Bitski what the 

Emperor was 
pleased to say 
at the Coun-
cil? Can all 
that make me 
any happier or 
better?’ This 
simple reflec-
tion suddenly 
destroyed all 
the interest 
Prince Andrew 
had felt in the 
impending re-
forms.” (War 
and Peace, 
Book Six, 
Chapter 18).

The young 
prince had 
an important 

epiphany. It was not as 
though he believed the 
reforms were unimport-
ant; in fact, they proved 
to be very important. 
They were, however, not 
important for the import-
ant outcome of his life. 
His reflection confirms 
that personal integri-
ty and personal behav-
ior and growth are not 
dependent upon what 
is happening in govern-
ment. Up to this point he 
had been mesmerized by 
the Emperor. One might 
say he put his faith in the 
leader and his reforms. 
He had been making the 
mistake of looking for de-
cision makers to make 
him better and happier.

There is no government 
– monarchy, socialist, 
communist, democracy, 
or representative republic 
– that can deliver this (be-
ing better and happier). 
The best we can hope for 
is an environment where 
it is easier to pursue 
those things. It is evident 
by our current state of 
affairs that there are no 
speeches or reforms that 
can do this.

This is not a call to 
withdraw or to ignore so-
cial or political life. It is a 
reminder that those who 
think that social or po-
litical life can make one 
happier or better (if ev-
eryone would just listen) 
are setting themselves up 
for disappointment. This 
attitude can even turn 
violent or dangerous if 
pushed too far.

There was a group of 
people in the New Tes-
tament that had decided 
that they knew how ev-
eryone was supposed to 
behave. They were cer-
tain of themselves and 
believed that they could 
make people better – al-
though “happier” in the 
way we understand it 
seemed to be far from 
their thoughts. They were 
descendants of sincere 
reformers who lost the 
heart and spirit of the 
reform and it led to their 
demise. They forgot what 
was most important. In 
the same way that our 
society today adds rule 
to rule and law to law “for 
our own good.” Here is 
what Jesus said to them 

in Matthew 23:23-24
 “Woe to you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for you tithe mint 
and dill and cummin, 
and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the 
law, justice and mer-
cy and faith; these you 
ought to have done, with-
out neglecting the others. 
You blind guides, strain-
ing out a gnat and swal-
lowing a camel!”

We live in a time and 
place where we have 
some influence over who 
leads us. And our lead-
ers are a reflection of who 
we are. In our system, 
we get the leadership we 
deserve. I believe this is 
because we have come to 
believe that we can put 
character back into soci-
ety by force of law. 

This is backwards. 
When we decide to focus 
on what is most import-
ant for everyone – jus-
tice and mercy and faith 
– those things will begin 
to show up at the highest 
levels of leadership. 

Speeches may inspire. 
Speeches may be histori-
cally important. Speeches 
may change the course of 
events. Speeches cannot 
and will not make us bet-
ter or happier. For that 
we must turn to our faith.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Knowing what matters

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

n Due to the continued 
health risk associated with 
Coronavirus, the annual 
meeting of the Old Pleasant 
Hill Cemetery, scheduled to 
be held on May 23 will be 
postponed to a later date.
n The Asbridge Cemetery 
business meeting and potluck 
scheduled for May 23 has 
been cancelled.

Contact Churches
beforerhand to make sure 

they are available
n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fre-
donia food pantry is open from 
1 to 3 p.m. the third Thursday 
of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexi-
co Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n The clothes closet of First 
Baptist Church of Fredonia is 
open from 1 to 3 p.m. every 
Thursday. It is located at the 
back of the church’s Family 
Life Center.
n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and Joy 
in Livingston County offers 
food 24 hours a day, 7 days 
week at its outdoor Blessing 
Box in front of the church.

Does Your Congregation  
Have  Something Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 965-
3191

Church Events & News

Question: I’ve been 
fighting cancer for years 
and it now is in my pan-
creas. I am in excruciating 
pain and sometimes I don’t 
think I can make it through 
another day! Does God 
really understand my pain 
and suffering?

Answer: We might won-
der how God can under-
stand our pain, but the truth 
is He has experienced suf-
fering to a degree we can’t 
imagine. The evidence of it 
is Jesus’ death on a cross.

The Romans were ex-
perts in inflicting suffer-

ing. They crucified people 
along public roads to warn 
people of what happens 
to those rebelling against 
them. Since nailing a per-
son to a cross doesn’t in-
jure any major organs, a 
person may linger in pain 
for days before succumb-
ing to death.

God didn’t just know 

about suffering; He expe-
rience it first-hand. He al-
lowed cruel men to crucify 
His Son. In hanging on a 
cross, Jesus experienced 
agony until He because 
so exhausted He could 
not take in another breath. 
In addition, Jesus experi-
enced separation from His 
Father when He carried 

upon Himself the sin of the 
world—your sins and mine. 

If you have never trusted 
in Christ’s death for your 
sin-debt, do it right now. 
In childlike faith turn from 
your sins (repent) and trust 
Jesus as your Savior and 
Lord. If you call out to Him, 
He will save you and give 
you eternal life in heaven 
where there will be no ag-
ony, pain, separation or 
death (Rev. 21:4).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

God allowed Jesus to experience our pain and suffering



for sale
JD 3020 with front forks, 
bucket and hay spear, 
rear forks and quick load 
attachment bar. (708) 296-
6070 or (708) 243-7079. 
(708) 296-6070 or (708) 
243-7079. (4t-48-p)

agriculture
RETIRED POLICE OF-
FICER living in Eddyville, 
Ky., looking for hunting 
rights. Willing to share 
game. Also hunt nuisance 
animals in season. CAll 
(270) 388-4992. (8t-53-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today.” 
(4t-47-p)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, Jr., 
1240 Valley View Rd., Mar-
ion, KY 42064. (52t-28-
2021-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions. Call for quote 
(270) 724-4672, Joe Mat-
tingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (24t-52-p)

wanted
Tolu landowner search-
ing for hunting ground 
to lease. Call (850) 566-
0712. (2t-48-p)

notices
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that 
on May 13, 2020 Caro-
lyn Kay Wyatt of 153 Lick 
Branch Road, Elizabeth-
town, TN 37643 was ap-
pointed executrix with will 
annexed of Barbara A. 
Franklin, deceased, whose 
address was 149 Lick 
Branch Road, Elizabeth-
town, TN 37643. Robert 
B. Frazer, P.O. Box 361, 
Marion, Ky. 42064, agent 
for service of process.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
agent for process with will 
annexed on or before the 
13th day of November, 
2020 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts im-
mediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-47-c)

statewides

AUTOMOBILES
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-
up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing by! 
Call 1-866-495-0115
CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEW-
ER MODELS too! Call 
1-833-258-7036

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-866-292-
5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 
1-844-448-9318
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 Gift 
Card with Qualifying Ser-
vice! Free premium chan-
nels (Showtime, Starz, & 
more) for 3 months. Voice 
remote included. Restric-
tions apply, call for details.  
Call 1-855-303-4767
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-
633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Have $10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Per-
sonal Loans. Be Debt Free 
in 24-48 Months. Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
Know Your Options. Get 
a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-

sure. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% Perfectly 
Tender and Guaranteed!  
20 Main Courses PLUS 
get 4 FREE Burgers Or-
der The Butcher’s Bun-
dle - ONLY $69.99. Call 
1-855-995-4780 mention 
code:61086VXS or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
dinner115

HEALTH SERVICES
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace-
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704
HELP WANTED – TRUCK 

DRIVERS
NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option to 
make .60 cpm for Class A 
CDL Flatbed Drivers, Excel-
lent Benefits, Home Week-
ends, Call 800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 1-844-519-
3621

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power out-
ages. FREE 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-
home assessment today. 
Call 1-844-688-8576  Spe-
cial financing for qualified 
customers.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 

questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

INTERNET/PHONE
SERVICES

Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254

LEGAL SERVICES
LUNG CANCER? And Age 
60+? You and Your Family 
May Be Entitled To Signifi-
cant Cash Award. No Risk. 
No Money Out Of Pocket. 
1-866-826-1890.

MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-254-2147
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OPEN
Continued from page 1
infecting will become a
new normal. Spotless
and germless will be the
target whether they’re
clipping curls or frying
chicken. Due to state-
mandated restrictions,
restaurants and beauty
shops will look differ-
ently.
“We’re a small shop, so

we’ve had to rearrange to
allow for distancing,”
said Olson, who’s hung a
partition between chairs
and installed a plexiglass
barrier in the nail salon
area.
Mike Crabtree, who’s

been cutting hair in
downtown Marion for at
least some of the last
four decades says he is
ready to get back to
work.
“We’re super excited.

We miss our customers,”
Crabtree said about get-
ting back in his shop on
Main Street with partner
Danny Stoner. 
“I will miss the joking,

commentaries and de-
bates that go on up
there,” he said, pointing
out that no longer will
customers be able to wait
in the shop and engage
in conversation. 
A parking lot attendant

has been hired to organ-
ize and oversee orderly
waits, Crabtree said.
Customers will not be al-
lowed into the shop until
it’s their turn so James
Elder will be monitoring
the parking lot and giving
those who show up a
customer number to hold
their place in line.
“We can only have the

people we’re working on
at that particular time in
the shop,” he explains.
“The atmosphere of bar-
ber shop will be a com-
pletely different dynamic
now.”
Tim and Roy’s Barber

Shop just up the street
from Crabtree says they
too will open on Tuesday
with all health guidelines
in place. They’re not
making any special plans
for longer hours for now,
but Crabtree said his
shop is seriously consid-
ering it, at least tem-
porarily.

Barry Nasseri, owner of
Marion’s Dairy Queen,
says the regulations and
corporate requirements
implemented for a reboot
on Friday are too tough
to meet right now, so he’s
just keeping the dining
room closed and will con-
tinue serving at the
drive-through only.
Kory Wheeler, who

serves as a director on
the Marion Tourism
Commission and she and
her husband own a cou-
ple of restaurants in
Marion, say margins in
the prepared meal busi-
ness are simply too small
to restart on 33-percent
capacity.
“With the distancing

requirements, we could
only have about four ta-
bles at each restaurant,”
she said. 
B.J. Minton at Home-

town Foods says her
place is plenty spacious,
making it easier to meet
state-standards for re-
opening. So, dining will
be available there.
Yet most Marion

restaurants will choose
to keep their dining areas
closed and offer only car-
ryout until they can put
more people in seats, at
least enough to make it
worthwhile.
“We will probably need

it to be open to 100 per-
cent capacity,” Wheeler
said. “Even then, mar-
gins are small in the
restaurant business.”
She explained that 100

percent of the overhead
costs and 33 percent rev-
enue doesn’t add up.
“We would have to

bring in our cooks,
servers, dishwashers,
and the servers wouldn’t
be making what they
would need on tips just
to get to minimum wage,”
Wheeler said.
Mulligans Pizzeria and

Pub at Marion Golf and
Pool has a unique oppor-

tunity to seat people out-
doors. The governor said
there are no restrictions
on outdoor capacity so
long as distancing and
other precautions are
met.
Jat Tabor, who ap-

peared on last week’s on-
line CrittendenPress
NewsTalk, said the bar
will not be open, but the
area can probably be
used for restaurant seat-
ing. Alcoholic beverages
will be available to cus-
tomers seated at dining
tables. The game room
will also be closed.
“That’s our ace in the

hole, the outdoor seat-
ing,” Tabor said, pointing
to two porches that will
allow for enough seating,
combined with the indoor
options, to make opening
back up worthwhile just
ahead of Memorial Day.
Stylists at Double Take

Salon will see their ef-
forts to multi-task elimi-
nated with the state’s
return-to-work guide-
lines. 
Harmony Rushing,

who along with her twin
Heather Dayberry oper-
ate Double Take, said all
five employees, including
herself, will work full
time when shops open
up next week. The new
regulation restricting
each stylists to one client
at a time eliminates a
good portion of the
shop’s daily business.
Normally, each cosmetol-
ogist would be doing
haircuts while another
client was drying and
perhaps another waiting
for color to process. 
The Kentucky Restau-

rant Association has es-
timated that restaurant
and foodservice indus-
tries lost $550 million in
sales in April and that 80
percent of the workforce
had been furloughed or
laid off.

PHONES
Continued from page 1
year.
Superintendent Vince

Clark said the district’s
current telecommunica-
tions policy supports use
of cell phones in the
classroom as a way to in-
tegrate technology into
instruction; however,
now every student has a
school-assigned Chrome-
book. For that reason,
Irvan and Clark agree
there is no reason for
students to utilize per-
sonal devices in the
classroom. 
Based on data from the

most common social
media platforms used by
teens – Instagram,
Snapchat and Twitter –
Irvan said students are
receiving one or two new
messages every minute.
“That means their

phone or watch is going
off every 30-60 seconds,
pulling their attention
away from learning,”
Irvan recently told the
school board.
The cost of the pro-

gram for the first year is
$8,435, and it decreases
in subsequent years.
Irvan said the school has
enough money to pay for
the first year and half of
the second. She believes
it is sustainable based on
annual allocations to the
school.
According to the princi-

pal, 69 percent of the
schools that utilize Yondr
see academic improve-
ment. Additionally, 84

percent of schools report
student disciplinary
problems decrease by 80
percent.
“Cell phones are pro-

hibiting our students
from growing, communi-
cating authentically,
being kind,” Irvan said.
“(Students) use cell
phones to be cruel to
parents, students and
staff at school.
“Yondr products are

used by national level
events and are safety ap-
proved for arenas
throughout the nation for
sporting events, comedy
shows, concerts, wed-
dings, all sorts of events,
and in schools and court-
rooms.”
Irvan said students al-

ways have access to
school telephones, and in
emergencies would be
able to access their cell
phone with permission in
the office.
Yondr provides staff to

train students and adults
on how to use the tech-
nology.
Irvan said her goals as

principal are to provide
students with a quality
education and keep them
safe. This plan, she said,
ensures that both of
those are happening at a
higher level.
Reaction by parents is

mixed. Some acknowl-
edge the need to ban cell
phones. Others are con-
cerned about not being
able to reach their child
during an emergency, or
vice versa.

Saluting Heroes
Every crisis has new heroes. During the 9/11 at-

tacks, they were the first responders running into
burning and crumbling buildings as others ran out.
Now, during the Coronavirus pandemic, the most
visible heroes are the health care professionals, who
are saving others and risking their own lives while
doing so.
These heroes have much in common with the peo-

ple that we honor today – America’s fallen veterans.
They are men and women who have sacrificed their
own lives so others could live. They are both elite
and ordinary. They are elite in the sense of charac-
ter. Giving your life so others could live is the ulti-
mate definition of selfless.
They are ordinary in the

fact that they represent the
diverse fabric of our coun-
try. They are rich and poor,
black and white, male and
female. They come from
every ethnicity and background. In short, they
looked like any one of us.
As we celebrate the selfless and untiring perform-

ances of the healthcare workers during the COVID-
19 pandemic, it brings to mind the military medics,
doctors and nurses who sacrificed their lives while
treating others on the battlefield.
One such hero was Pharmacist Mate Third Class

Jack Williams. The Navy Reserve corpsman was
only 20 years old when he landed on Iwo Jima 75
years ago.
On March 3, 1945, James Naughton, a Marine in

Williams’ unit, was wounded by a grenade.  While
under intense enemy fire, Williams dragged
Naughton to a shallow depression and treated his
wounds. Williams used his own body as a screen
and was shot four times. Yet he continued.
After he treated Naughton, Williams dressed his

own wounds.  He then proceeded to treat another
Marine, despite his own immense pain. While head-
ing to the rear, he was hit by a sniper’s bullet and
killed.  For his actions, Petty Officer Williams was
awarded the Medal of Honor.
We also remember Army veterans like Lieutenant

Sharon Lane.
According to her biographer, Philip Bigler, Lt. Lane

threw herself into her work as a nurse. While serv-
ing in Colorado, she requested a transfer to Viet-
nam.
“There, at least, you are busy 12 hours a day, six

or seven days a week,” she said in a 1968 letter to
her parents.
Her dedication was obvious, even as she treated

enemy Viet Cong soldiers who would return the
favor by kicking, cursing and spitting at their Amer-
ican captors.
In the early morning of June 8, 1969, Sharon’s

tour of duty ended. A Soviet-built rocket struck the
hospital. Lieutenant Sharon A. Lane was killed in
action at age 25.
If she were still here, her skills as a nurse might

still be benefiting us during the current crisis. But
not all of the heroes working during the COVID-19
pandemic are in the healthcare industry. Grocers,
first responders, delivery workers and drive-through
restaurant employees are just a few of the many
people that we rely on to provide vital services for
society while risking their own safety.
The military also has heroes in every occupational

field. Truck drivers, cooks and administrative clerks
have all paid the ultimate price. At sea, on land or
in the air – military service requires great risk.
Roy Knight, Jr. was a pilot in the U.S. Air Force.

On May 19, 1967, he was shot down while attacking
a target on the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos. He was
posthumously promoted to colonel.  Last year, a
joint team from the Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency discovered and later identified Col. Knight’s
remains.
When his remains arrived at Dallas’s Love Field, a

crowd had gathered to witness the dignified transfer
of the flag-draped casket from the Southwest Air-
lines jet into the receptive arms of the military
honor guard. One observer reported that the entire
crowd fell silent.
The Southwest flight was piloted by another Air

Force veteran, Col. Knight’s son, Bryan. Bryan
Knight was only five-years-old when he said goodbye
to his father as the elder Knight left for Vietnam.
This is yet another legacy that these heroes leave

behind. A legacy that includes their sons, daugh-
ters, grieving parents, grandparents and friends.
Their heroic acts are sometimes performed to

protect those with whom they serve. Corporal Jason
Dunham was a squad leader with the Third Battal-
ion, 7th Marines in Iraq.
On April 14, 2004, his squad approached a Toyota

Land Cruiser. After his squad discovered AK-47s in
the vehicle, the enemy insurgent exited and engaged
in hand-to-hand fighting with the unit.  The driver
dropped a grenade.
To save his fellow Marines, Corporal Dunham

made the ultimate sacrifice. He threw himself on the
grenade and tried to use his helmet to shield the
blast. Severely wounded by the grenade’s fragments,
Cpl. Dunham was taken off life-support eight days
later.
Corporal Dunham died so other Marines could

live. He, too, was awarded the Medal of Honor for
his gallantry.
Approximately one million men and women of the

U.S. military have lost their lives in defense of our
nation since the founding of this great Republic. 
Not all have died from enemy fire. Some have died

from diseases that have too often festered around
war zones.  Often times, deaths from disease and
accidents outnumbered casualties caused by enemy
weapons. 
During the Spanish American War, 60 soldiers of

the all-black 24th Infantry Regiment volunteered to
serve as nurses. Thirty-six of them would later die of
yellow fever or malaria.
A generation later, the flu would kill nearly 16,000

U.S. soldiers in France during World War I. Another
30,000 American servicemembers died in stateside
camps.  These men and women could have isolated
safely in their homes. But they knew they had an
important job to do. A mission to accomplish. They
were all on a mission to serve.
Even when the enemy is an invisible virus or a mi-

croscopic germ, the sacrifices made are just as
meaningful. The U.S. military has already lost ser-
vicemembers to COVID-19.
This Memorial Day as we continue to honor those

who fell for us in battle, let’s also pause to remem-
ber those who have also sacrificed their lives while
serving others.
May God bless them and may God bless you for

remembering them today.

Thank you,
The American Legion

What to Expect
Here are some of the guide-
lines restaurants will need to
meet in order to open this
week.
•Restaurants should limit
party size to ten (10) peo-
ple or fewer. Persons not
living within the same
household should not be
permitted to sit at the
same table.
•Restaurants should con-
sider a reservations-only
business model or call-
ahead seating to better
space households and
individuals.
•Things you won’t see
are salad bars, buffet
bars, self-service drink
stations, unwrapped  or
unpackaged straws,
utensils, sweeteners,
creamers and condi-
ments.
See the Team Kentucky or
Kentucky tetail or restau-
rant association websites

for further guidelines.

MEMORIAL DAY 2020
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GOLF
Big payday 4-man
Deer Lakes Golf Course in
Salem is breaking the coron-
avirus isolation with its first golf
tournament of the season and it’s
going to provide a large payday
for the winners. The Major Mul-
lah Four Person Memorial Day
Tournament will be an open, non-
flighted 27-hole event. The win-
ning foursome will get $3,000,
second place pays $1,000 and
third place is $500. Entry fee is
$500 per team. There will be an
8 a.m., shotgun start on Memo-
rial Day, Monday, May 25. Con-
tact the pro shop to enter at
270-988-4653.

2-Person Results
Here are results from the Mar-
ion Golf and Pool’s 2-Person
tournament last weekend:

CHAMPIONSHIP
Shoulders, Martin                 66-63-129
Day, Ogletree                        66-64-130
Scholl, Morgan                     67-68-135
Farr, Evans                           68-70-138
Greenwell, Hughes               69-77-146

FIRST FLIGHT
Butler, Featherstone             71-69-140
Myers, Plunkett                     72-70-142
Heaton, Goad                       70-78-148
Roberts, Flahardy                 79-77-151

SECOND FLIGHT
Phelps, Tharp                       77-73-150
Caudill, Caudill                      75-76-151
Perryman, Trowbridge          77-75-152
Tabor, Turner                        80-77-157
McConnell, McConnell          87-83-170
Davidson, Davidson             92-91-183

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Turkey                April 18 - May 10
Coyote Night        Feb. 1 - May 31
Bull Frog             May 15 - Oct. 31
Spring Squirrel    May 16 - June 19
Coyote                       Year Round
Groundhog                 Year Round
Turtles                        Year Round

Night coyotes ending
If you’re wanting to hunt coy-

otes at night, you better get busy.
The season ends May 31. Night-
time coyote hunting has been al-
lowed the last few years. Hunters
can use artificial lighting to spot-
light coyotes during this time.
See the KDFWR Hunting Guide
for complete regulations.

RECREATION
State parks reopening;
no pools, playgrounds
Gov. Andy Beshear announced
new guidelines for in-state
tourism late last week. Kentucky
State Parks will be reopening
June 1, he said, but there will be
many guidelines and restrictions. 
While the governor said it is im-
portant for tourism to reopen to
generate revenue in Kentucky
and boost the state's economy,
he also urged caution. Lodging,
cabins and golfing will be avail-
able starting June 1 at state
parks. Campgrounds at state
parks will reopen to the public
June 11. Reservations began
being taken earlier this week.
While state parks are reopening,
playgrounds, beaches and pools
at each park will remain closed,
Beshear said. Fishing tourna-
ments will resume June 1, with
specific guidelines. Restaurants
at open resort parks will also be
open on a carry out basis only.
Campers must have self-con-
tained campers or RVs with bath-
rooms because campground
bathrooms and bath houses will
be closed. Museums and historic
sites will remain closed. State
golf courses are open now, and
have remained open through the
last few weeks of the crisis. Golf
cart rentals will resume June 1. 
All park guests are required to
use social distancing, wear
masks covering their mouth and
nose and to not visit a park if
they are showing symptoms of
COVID-19.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

Sports The Crittenden Press

Because he had not
seen Kentucky signee
Isaiah Jackson play in
person like he had most
of this year’s top college
basketball recruits,
Aaron Torres of Fox
Sports took time re-
cently to study film of
the 6-foot-9 Jackson.
“I’ve seen BJ Boston

multiple times, Devin
Askew multiple times,
Terrence Clarke, on and
on. So I just wanted to
pull up a little tape to
better familiarize myself
with his game — and
wow was I impressed,”
Torres said. “He isn't
super skilled, but has
the athleti-
cism of few
high school
big guys I
can remem-
ber. 
“And on

the surface
it appears as
though he
plays really
hard. Elite athleticism,
high motor and inten-
sity is a hard package to
come by.”
Jackson played his

senior season at Water-
ford Mott High School
in Michigan and had a
triple double — 17
points, 13 rebounds
and 10 blocks — in his
final home game to help
his team win its confer-
ence title.
He finished the sea-

son averaging 19.7
points, 13 rebounds,
7.7 blocks, 3.3 assists
and 2.1 steals per
game.
“Isaiah is a guy that

has tremendous energy
on both ends of the
court. He seeks the ball
and should be a great
rebounder for us and
also should be able to
really protect the rim,”
Kentucky assistant
coach Joel Justus said.
“We have to take ad-
vance of his speed and
athleticism. It can start
with him grabbing
boards and flying out
in transition.
“We are going to have

guys that are versatile
next year. Isaiah is tall,
but he is a guy that can
move around offen-
sively. What is frustrat-
ing for Cal (John
Calipari) right now is
that we normally get
guys here in the sum-
mer and try to figure
out what they can do
best. It’s really more
about what they cannot
do more than what they
can do so he can blend
the team together. But
we all know Isaiah can
do a lot of things.”

If Wake Forest trans-
fer Oliver Sarr is eligible
next season, he will cer-
tainly be the starting
center. But if the 7-
footer is not given a
waiver by the NCAA,
then Jackson likely
could play a lot of cen-
ter in a smaller lineup.
“If Sarr is not eligible,

it is hard to see Ken-
tucky reaching their po-
tential. The only saving
grace is that fans have
wanted John Calipari to
‘embrace small ball’ for
years, and he might
have no choice with Isa-
iah Jackson at the five,
Keion Brooks, BJ
Boston, Terrence Clarke
and one of the guards
— Devin Askew/Davion
Mintz — at the point
guard,” Torres said.
“That isn't ideal though.
We'll see if Sarr can get
eligible — it is one of the
biggest questions in all
of college hoops this off-
season.”
-----------------------
If former Kentucky

assistant coach Chuck
Smith decides to watch
a NFL game, there’s a
decent chance he might
see one of the lineback-
ers he coached at Ken-
tucky playing. 
“It is pretty cool when

you do see one of them
playing,” said Smith,
who is also a former UK
linebacker.
One of his former

players, Danny Tre-
vathan, was just se-
lected for induction in
the Kentucky Athletics
Hall of Fame. He was a
two-time All-American
and led the Southeast-
ern Conference in tack-
les in 2010 and 2011
when he had 287 tack-
les along with six quar-
terback sacks, four
interceptions, nine

forced fumbles and one
fumble recovery. He’s
been just as successful
in the NFL playing first
with the Denver Bron-
cos and now the
Chicago Bears.
“Danny was really

fast but he was also
very self driven his
whole career,” Smith
said. “He really knew
how to use his speed.”
Smith also coached

Bud Dupree, who just
signed a one-year, $16
million deal with Pitts-
burgh; Wesley Wood-
yard, an undrafted free
agent in 2008 who has
over 950 career tackles
with Denver and Ten-
nessee; Avery
Williamson, who has
played with Tennessee
and the New York Jets;
and Micah Johnson,
who has played in the
Canadian Football
League since 2011 after
brief stints with four
NFL teams.
“Danny was probably

the most instinctive of
all of them,” Smith said.
“He could see things be-
fore they happened.
Then he was such a
headhunter and nasty
guy. He really wanted to
hurt you when he hit
you.”
Smith said former UK

offensive coordinator
Randy Sanders did a
terrific job evaluating
Williamson, who was
highly underrated in
high school just like
Woodyard and Tre-
vathan were. 
“He was a lot like

Wesley in terms of
focus, self motivation
and determined to be
the best he could be,”
Smith said. “Just like
Wesley when it came to
work. They worked
harder than everybody

else and it paid off.
“I think Wesley far ex-

ceeded expectations
anybody had for him.
When you know Wesley,
what he has done is not
a surprise but athleti-
cally he has far ex-
ceeded his athleticism
because of his work. It’s
incredible for someone
his size to have done
what he has and to be
in the NFL so long.
“Wesley was just

smarter than everybody
else and worked his
craft like nobody else.
He made himself into a
great player through
brains and his work
ethic.”
Smith doesn’t talk to

any of his former play-
ers regularly because
he does not want to
bother them. He texts
some with Woodyard
and talks to Williamson
occasionally. 
“I don’t hear from

Danny and Bud as
much but I follow them
and keep tabs on them
all. I am really proud of
all of them,” Smith said.
------------------------
Kentucky High School

Athletic Association
commissioner Julian
Tackett  would like to
see high school sports
return but says finan-
cial reasons are not the
main reason.
“High school sports

are important to every
community,” Tackett
said. “Society needs to
get back to some sort of
normalcy. Revenue is
not the biggest concern.
Money is really a sec-
ondary issue.”
Instead, Tackett

stresses high school
sports are “very, very
important” for society to
get going and get back
together.
“That is the advan-

tage of American inter-
scholastic sports that
no other country in the
world has,” Tackett
said.
“There are three

things everybody in a
town in Kentucky can
tell you. Who was born,
who dies and when was
the last time they had a
team in the state cham-
pionship game. That’s
why we feel we are a
contributing block to
getting normalcy back
because high school
sports are so important
to every community.”
-----------------------
What impact will not

having summer football
camps have on Ken-
tucky?
Normally coach Mark

Stoops and his staff

have a variety of camps
in June for players of
various skills and ages.
“Financially, it won’t

affect the school very
much. There is not
much there (finan-
cially),” Stoops said. “It
will affect us in our
evaluation process and
getting kids on campus.
That’s a great way to get
kids … sometimes they
haven’t been here yet. 
“It’s a way to get them

introduced to the cam-
pus, to see Lexington,
to meet our coaches
and be around our
coaches in a coaching
environment, see the
way we coach and in-
teract with kids. It
hurts us that way, re-
ally hurts in the recruit-
ing aspect more than
anything with us, a way
for us to get our eyes on
kids.”
However, Stoops un-

derstands no summer
camps impact families a
lot more than it does
the UK coaching staff.
“As far as the commu-

nity, it hurts, it hurts
my children. They’re
used to going to base-
ball camps, and basket-
ball camps, and so on,
just being a part of it
and doing things to
keep them active,”
Stoops said. “It’s going
to drive a lot of moms
crazy. That’s always a
good way to get them
out of the house for a
couple of days.
“For us, as coaches,

to interact with them
and spend some time
with them, and have
some fun with some
young kids.   Just like
all this, just different.
We all have to adapt to
it as best we can.”
-----------------------
Quote of the Week: “It

can be June 25 or Sept.
1. It’s fine with us. It
just gives him more
time to prepare and get
ready. When it is really
is not that much of a
factor in anything,”
Denyse Maxey on her
son, Tyrese Maxey, not
knowing when the NBA
Draft might be because
of COVID-19 concerns.
Quote of the Week 2:

“I have to make sure
they are not staying on
the couch eating potato
chips all day and play-
ing video games. I have
to make sure they are
moving and lifting and
running and not just
taking it easy,” Ken-
tucky defensive line
coach Anwar Stewart
on the importance of
motivating players
daily.

Wesley Woodyard, a former UK linebacker and now
a Tennessee Titan, played high school football in
Georgia for former Crittenden County coach Steve
Pardue.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Jackson among versatile Cats next year

New boards
will welcome
youth players
STAFF REPORT
Three new scoreboards have been purchased

and installed at Marion-Crittenden County
Park just in time to greet youth players who
should be returning to action next month.
The scoreboards replaced aging devices on

the youth league and girls’ softball fields. The
scoreboards that were replaced were installed
in the 1990s and had deteriorated a great deal
in recent years.
Installation of the boards was done by M&G

Contracting – David Maddux and Tim Grau –
with help from electricians Dan Wood and Mike
O’Hara. 
“Volunteers are a key part of our youth sports

programs and we greatly appreciate those who
give of their time to benefit the community,”
said Tanner Tabor, president of the Crittenden
County Dugout Club.
The Dugout Club purchased two of the score-

boards and the Marion-Crittenden County Park
Board purchased one. The boards were almost
$4,000 each. Money earned at the concession
stand during summer youth league games has
been set aside for many years in order to pur-
chase the new scoreboards.
Registration for summer baseball and softball

open until Friday, May 22. A form is available
at The Press Online and also on the Dugout
Club’s Facebook page. You can register in per-
son at The Press or YTG Insurance. For infor-
mation, call Tabor at 859-333-9751 or Chris
Evans at 270-704-0435.
Youth leagues are expected to return to the

field for three weeks of practice starting June
15 with games for a six-week schedule to begin
on July 6.

Workers installed three new scoreboards on baseball and softball fields at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park last week. Pictured are (from left) David Maddux,
Dan Wood and Tim Grau.
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STAFF REPORT
One minister who’s

trying to find a way to
salvage summer for
dozens of youngsters
says there’s plenty of ex-
amples in the Bible for
helping us to know how
to deal with today’s cri-
sis.  
As if they haven’t sac-

rificed enough already,
hundreds of area chil-
dren will have their sum-
mer camps taken away
by COVID-19. Hundreds
of thousands more
across the state and
country face the same
ho-hum summer blues
as Christian groups like
Lifeway, denominational
camps and outdoors
group camps operated
by the State of Kentucky
are announcing that
they will not be hosting
children this summer.
Playgrounds in Marion

have been idled for more
than two months, camp-
grounds are slowly re-
opening and youth
sports are supposed to
get cranked back up in a
few weeks, but ex-
tended-stay youth
camps are prohibited
and organizers don’t
hold out a great deal of
hope for any of them to
be resurrected before it’s
too late.
Hurricane Youth

Camp, which would
have been held next
month for almost 100
area children, is can-
celled. Camp Meeting,
the accompanying non-
denominational outdoor
revival, hasn’t been
called off yet, but organ-
izers say it most likely
will be different, if there
is a Camp Meeting at all.
Hurricane’s revival

and camp – which has
been undisrupted by two
world wars and previous
pandemics – has been
held annually for 131
years. Leroy Hodge, one
of the longtime directors
of the event, hopes this
isn’t the first time it
misses a beat.
“We want to do some-

thing, maybe just a one-
day event so we don’t
skip a year,” he said.
Terri Watson, another

camp meeting volunteer
director, said she, too,
hopes something can be
done, but it will be later.
“For now, camp meet-

ing is postponed,” she
said. “Years ago, it was
in the fall anyway, so
maybe we can have an
abbreviated camp meet-
ing, but right now noth-
ing is definitive.” 
While the Hurricane

youth camp is off, and
revival is in limbo, the
evangelist who was to
lead the camp ministry
says he will provide an
online opportunity for
the campers – a virtual
camp of sorts.
At the West Kentucky

Youth Camp near Sheri-
dan – a Church of Christ
enclave that hosts hun-
dreds of children, staff
and adult retreats – is
empty and likely will re-
main that way.
Jamey Boone, presi-

dent of the Church of
Christ youth camp in
rural Crittenden County,
said the camp regularly
attracts about 1,100
youngsters in June and
July. As of now, none
will be coming this sum-
mer.
The youth camp

grounds are a highly-de-
veloped 120 acres with a
swimming pool, soccer
field, basketball courts,
a cafeteria that will seat
300-plus, more than 20
cabins and others in the
planning stage. Many
residents of Crittenden
County are completely
unaware that the camp-
ground exists in the
middle of a forest about
a dozen miles east of
Marion. Neither are they
likely to understand the
significance of the camp
to the Church of Christ
ministry.
“Unless something

happens so that we
could have something in
late July, it doesn’t look
like we will be having
camp this summer,” said
Boone, who was on the
grounds late last week
with a few others doing
construction work, fin-
ishing up eight new cli-
mate-controlled girls’
cabins that would have
welcomed this summer’s
campers.
Having no children or

activities this summer
has allowed some of the
construction work to
progress without inter-
ruption, but organizers
say it’s a tragedy that
kids are missing out on
so much.
“Camps are taking a

massive hit this sum-
mer. It is really sad that
kids are going without
summer camp, without
baseball, without sum-
mer sports. It’s really a
sad moment,” said Kory
Cunningham, the evan-
gelist who was sched-
uled to be back at
Hurricane Camp Meet-
ing for a second straight
June.
Due to the pandemic,

prospective Hurricane
campers will for the first
time miss an annual rit-
ual that is twice as old
as their grandparents.
Hurricane Camp Meet-
ing started in 1888 near
Tolu. It eventually
evolved into a youth
camp, in addition to a
tabernacle revival. Al-
though camp was called
off a few weeks ago,
Cunningham is planning
a virtual program June
8-12 to help children de-
fine what they’re going
through, and learn how
to apply God’s word to
the crisis.
Cunningham likened

the current situation to
perhaps how First Cen-
tury Jews and early
Christians felt after the
Romans destroyed the
Temple in Jerusalem. 
“We have to figure out

how to go to church
again,” explains Cun-
ningham. “Without our
buildings what do we
do? We can’t go to our
normal locations, how
do we function as a
church in the midst of
this?”
Perhaps he can help

answer some of those
questions for campers.
Cunningham, who is

associate pastor of
Hardin Baptist Church
in Marshall County, said
his plan is to create vir-
tual group settings for
like-aged boys and girls.
They can listen to his
daily YouTube message,
then discuss via Zoom –
an online chatroom style
remote gathering – the
sermon with a camp
counselor and within
their peer group. At the
end of a five-day camp
week, there will be a full-
camp Zoom chat with
everyone participating.
Part of Cunningham’s

mission is to help
campers understand
what this all means for
them today, and beyond.
“We will be speaking to

the current crisis and
put that in the lens of
where God is during
this,” Cunningham said.
“We will see how to lean
into this moment and
make a difference, and
how we can be used
rather than just watch it
go by.”

STAFF REPORT
The local education

community continues to
mourn the loss of a pop-
ular special education
teacher who was shot to
death last week in Padu-
cah.
CD McCord, 55, had

taught at Crittenden
County Middle School for
a half dozen years or so
before returning to her
native Paducah in about
2014.
School Supt. Vince

Clark, who was principal
at CCMS when McCord
taught here, recalls her
passion for education
and reaching out to those
in need.
“She was always trying

to help somebody,” Clark
said.

It appears that McCord
and her family were try-
ing to provide faith-based
shepherding to 56-year-
old Kelvin Richardson,
who is charged with her
murder.
According to reports

from Paducah media, po-
licemen found McCord
lying on her lawn at
about 1:30 p.m., Tues-
day, May 12 where she
died. An investigation re-
vealed that Richardson
had confronted McCord
on her back porch and
tried to get her to sum-
mon some neighbors,
who he also told police
he’d planned to kill with
a .357 handgun.
Detectives said

Richardson told them
McCord had tried to help

him adjust to life outside
of prison, but he began
causing problems for her
in March and she ob-
tained an Interpersonal
Protective Order to keep
him away from her and
her home.
“She was an extremely

generous person,” said
Kara Turley, who is cur-
rently the CCMS princi-
pal and worked alongside
McCord as a teacher
when she was here.
“Most of us were young

teachers and she just
took us in and helped us
along the way,” Turley
added.
Reports say that de-

spite Richardson order-
ing McCord to call for her
neighbors – who he be-
lieved had conspired

against him – she refused
so he shot her.
Richardson was re-

leased from prison on pa-
role and assigned to

Keeton Correctional Cen-
ter in Paducah last Feb-
ruary. His criminal
record includes multiple
violent felonies.

COVID strikes camps,
but options remain

Kory Cunningham, who was the scheduled evangelist
again this summer for Hurricane Camp Meeting, plans
a virtual camp option for children.

Work continues to complete eight new girls’ cabins at West Kentucky Youth Camp
near Sheridan, but the units will likely remain empty all summer due to COVID-19.

Richardson McCord

Former Crittenden County teacher shot to death in Paducah
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The courthouse lawn now displays a large banner saluting the Class of 2020, which will pass
along Main Street Friday as part of a senior parade that’s been planned to help replace, at least
temporarily, a graduation ceremony that was cancelled due to COVID-19. Pictured here setting
the banner are (from left) road department crewman Junior Duncan, Judge-Executive Perry New-
com and road department crewman Larry Kirk. The parade will start at 5 p.m.

Dina Hill of Marion
has earned a Master of
Education, Instructional
Design degree from
Western Governors Uni-
versity (WGU). The on-
line, nonprofit university
has graduated over
178,000 students from
across the country since
its inception in 1997. 
Established in 1997

by 19 U.S. governors
with a mission to expand
access to high-quality,
affordable higher educa-
tion, online, nonprofit
WGU now serves more
than 121,000 students
nationwide and has
more than 178,000
graduates in all 50
states. 

The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration, in consultation with
the U.S Department of the Treas-
ury, has released the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) Loan
Forgiveness Application and de-
tailed instructions for the appli-
cation. 
The form and instructions in-

form borrowers how to apply for
forgiveness of their PPP loans,
consistent with the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act (CARES Act). SBA says it
will also soon issue regulations
and guidance to further assist
borrowers as they complete their
applications, and to provide
lenders with guidance on their
responsibilities.
The form and instructions in-

clude several measures to reduce
compliance burdens and simplify
the process for borrowers, in-
cluding:
•Options for borrowers to cal-

culate payroll costs using an “al-
ternative payroll covered period”
that aligns with borrowers’ regu-
lar payroll cycles;
•Flexibility to include eligible

payroll and non-payroll expenses

paid or incurred during the eight-
week period after receiving their
PPP loan;
•Step-by-step instructions on

how to perform the calculations
required by the CARES Act to
confirm eligibility for loan forgive-
ness;
•Borrower-friendly implemen-

tation of statutory exemptions
from loan forgiveness reduction
based on rehiring by June 30;
•Addition of a new exemption

from the loan forgiveness reduc-
tion for borrowers who have
made a good-faith, written offer
to rehire workers that was de-
clined.
The PPP was created by the

CARES Act to provide forgivable
loans to eligible small businesses
to keep American workers on the
payroll during the COVID-19
pandemic.  The documents re-
leased today will help small busi-
nesses seek forgiveness at the
conclusion of the eight-week cov-
ered period, which begins with
the disbursement of their loans.
Go online to the SBA webside

to view the full application and
instructions.

City hall reopened with limited staff

Memorial events are cancelled

Hill earns WGU master’s degree

STAFF REPORT
Due to concerns about

COVID-19, all three of
Crittenden County’s cus-
tomary Memorial Day
weekend ceremonies are
cancelled. 
There are normally

events at Shady Grove
Cemetery, including a
meal, and at Mapleview
Cemetery in Marion and

the Blackford Veterans
Memorial.
Judge-Executive Perry

Newcom said the cus-
tomary wreath will still
be placed at Blackford. 
In Livingston County,

the Burna American Le-
gion Memorial Day pro-
gram is also cancelled,
but it will be displaying
flags and crosses.

STAFF REPORT
Marion City Hall re-

opened to public traffic
on Wednesday. 
However customers

are still encouraged to
conduct their business
by mail, email, or phone
if possible.  
Masks are required for

indoor service and face-

to-face meetings beyond
the lobby service window
may not be available.  
The city will continue

to practice methods to
minimize potential risk
by limiting staffing,
which may lead to longer
wait times and delays of
service, said City Admin-
istrator Adam Ledford.

SBA provides new information
on PPP Loan foregiveness plan

PARADE
Continued from page 1
of the Year.
Lineup for the senior

parade will begin at 4:45
p.m. Parents or family
may ride with seniors.
There will be a police es-
cort throughout the pa-
rade and each senior will
be recognized on the
public address system as
the motorized march cir-
cles through Marion-
Crittenden County Park.
At the end of the parade,
there will be a somewhat
formal, yet socially dis-
tant, gathering of teach-
ers and school
administrators who will
convey to seniors the

diploma graduation
packets, which will con-
tain a number of items,
including a miniature
diploma (because the
real one is held up at the
printing company due to
COVID-19) and a DVD of
pre-recorded award
events and commence-
ment, which was largely
videotaped in Rocket
Arena last week. The
taped ceremony will in-
clude speeches and
other highlights. There
will also be a YouTube
URL for those with inter-
net service. The web ad-
dress will be released to
the public at 6:30 p.m.,
Friday, about the time
the parade ends.
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